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DECEMBER EVENTS 
Tuesday, December 13 
PTA Cookie “Shop” 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
Comet Council Meeting, 2:45 
 
Thursday, December 15 
Cultural Cruise 
Multicultural Night, 6-8 pm 
 
Friday, December 16 
Poetry Masters Recitations 
5th Grade to PFHS for “Meet the 
Band” 
 
Monday, December 19 
All School Sing-Along, 8:30 am  
 
December 22 – January 2 
Winter Holiday, No School 

Classes resume January 3rd. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL…  

 

Thank you to everyone who was able to visit during American 
Education Week.  We had approximately 721 visitors in our building.  
The week was full of events at each grade level as well as the 
Scholastic Book Fair.   Also the final phase of the playground, the 
rubberized surfacing, was installed.  It has been a long journey for the 
HPTA and school; but we are excited to share that the playground 
project is now finished.   A huge thank you to Joanne Canellos for 
working with the school, HPTA, LCPS support services, and the 
installation company to see the project through completion!  

The month of December started with the PTA sponsored Skate Night 
at Reston Skate Quest on Saturday, December 3.  It was a fun night 
for all who attended.    Thursday, December 15 will be the Comet 
Cultural Cruise during the school day and Horizon’s Holiday 
Multicultural Night starting at 6:00 pm.   Monday, December 19 will be 
an all school Holiday Sing Along at 8:30 in the gym.   You will receive 
more information from individual classrooms about Holiday parties.   

During this month there are some great opportunities to give to others:  

 A Giving Tree 

 Sweats for Vets 

 Heeling House Donations for 2nd grade  

What better way to help others this holiday season!  

Please make a note that winter break begins on Thursday, December 
22, 2016 and school will resume on Tuesday, January 3, 2017.  I wish 
you all a wonderful holiday season and a safe and happy New Year! 

Warm wishes, 

Jennifer Ewing 

 
 

 

The Lost and Found is 

overflowing! Please stop by 

before winter break to see if 

your child has misplaced 

any clothing items. 

Anything not retrieved 

before winter break will be 

donated to the needy in 

Loudoun County. 



Bytes from the Computer Lab… 

 

  



 Counselor’s Corner 

With the holiday season upon us, this is a great time to reinforce the importance of generosity with our students.  
Please see the following tips on teaching children the spirit of giving: 

GIVING: THE BEST GIFT OF ALL 

“It feels like our society is too focused on material goods.” 
“My children have more things than I ever did growing up, but they don’t seem any happier.” 
“How do I help my children to enjoy giving instead of always receiving?” 
These comments reflect the concerns of parents at holiday time and throughout the year. They want to raise 
children who feel good about giving to others, but this generosity of spirit does not always come naturally to 
children. It is up to you as a parent to instill kindness and sensitivity toward others and to teach your children skills 
that reflect generosity. Here are some suggestions to make the concept and the act of giving a part of your regular 
interactions with your children: 

 Teach what it means to share – One way you can help your children understand what it means to give is to 
teach them the importance of sharing. Often, when you think of the word “sharing,” you picture dividing 
tangible things like splitting a piece of cake with someone or letting friends play with toys. Even these small 
examples of sharing can help your children understand, in simple and concrete terms, what it means to be 
generous. 

 Model generosity – Think about your attitudes toward charity and what messages you send to your children. 
Do they reflect the same kindness and sensitivity to others that you would like your children to exhibit? Do 
your children see you helping neighbors, giving to charity, or donating items to needy people? Often your 
children are unaware when you write checks for charity or they do not see you when you run an errand for an 
infirm neighbor or cook a double batch of dinner for a struggling family. Let them know when you perform acts 
of kindness. 

 Talk about your feelings when you give – Tell your children how you feel when you make charitable 
contributions or buy things for those in need. Do you feel proud, helpful, kind, or generous? Does it make you 
feel good that you can make a difference in other people’s lives? Take time at dinner or even while driving in 
the car to discuss what you do to help others and how it makes you feel. 

 Do it together – Ask your children to help you when you pack up donations of clothes or household items or 
when you help a friend. Spend an afternoon at a food bank or at a community clean-up project. Let them 
experience first-hand what it feels like to give their time to a cause. Often these activities become the highlight 
of your family’s time together. Get input from your children and include them in decisions about how your 
family is going to give to others or be charitable. 

 Praise the giving impulse – When you see your children being generous, point it out and praise them. Help 
them put into words the positive feelings they may have as they help others. If, for example, your son helps his 
sister find something she lost, tell him that was a kind thing to do and that he can feel proud for taking the 
time to help her. 

 Create opportunities – Introduce ideas and opportunities for your children to give time, contribute money, or 
donate personal items. You might, for example, suggest they visit an elderly neighbor who can’t get out much 
anymore, choose a charity to support, or give some of their less-used clothes to a community shelter for 
women and children. Children usually want to help; they just don’t know how they can make a difference. Talk 
with them about ways they would want to give back: find activities that are aligned with their interests. For 
example, if your child loves animals, volunteering time or giving support to an animal shelter might be a good 
choice. There is no reason why being generous can’t also feed a child’s personal interests; children are more 
likely to be sincere in their helping efforts when they personally care about the cause. 



Younger children may find the concept of charitable giving a little confusing, especially if the cause does not 
directly touch their own lives. For example, children may not fully comprehend what it means to donate money to 
the Red Cross to help victims of a natural disaster. Instead, they may find it easier to understand giving a bag of cat 
food to a local animal shelter where they can actually see the animals. This act makes it real for them. 

 Share your stories – Another way of teaching your children to become generous involves your sharing parts of 
yourself with them. You can tell stories about your life, especially those involving times when you were 
charitable or participated in fund raising events as a youngster through school, scouts, or places of worship. If 
you were ever the recipient of aid, you can talk about what it meant to you to receive a helping hand when 
you needed it. By sharing your history, you not only serve as a role model, but you also let your children know 
you more fully as a person. You will build stronger relationships with them which will allow you to continue to 
be a strong influence on their behavior and in their lives. 

 Be generous with your children – You can model generosity by being generous to your children. This can take 
the form of spending extra time with them, saying kind things to them, doing little extra things for them (for 
example, making them hot chocolate on a cold winter day), or buying them a small toy that they really want 
but did not expect to receive. These kind acts on your part can fill up your child’s “feeling good reservoir” so 
that he can more graciously give to someone else. 

 Use gift-giving occasions to teach about giving – Times that traditionally focus on receiving, such as holidays 
and birthdays, can be great opportunities to encourage your children’s generosity. Help them think about 
what gifts would suit which people. Talk about the good feelings that come from choosing a gift that is “right 
on” for a particular person. Encourage them to participate in some way toward gift-giving, either by 
contributing money, helping to make a gift, or doing an “act of service” for a family member, such as planting 
flowers for Grandma on Mother’s Day. 

 Be patient – Remember that some kids may be reluctant to donate their possessions, time, or money. Children 
with certain temperament traits, such as somber moods or a slowness-to-adapt to new ideas, may have a 
greater difficulty letting go of their old or outgrown possessions. This is also true of children in certain 
developmental stages, such as toddlers who develop a sense of their own identity through “owning” things or 
school-age children who have become collectors and are quite attached to these items. Children are naturally 
egocentric and need to be taught to think of others’ needs. 

 Focus on the good intentions of your children – Look for movement and growth toward greater empathy and 
“catch them being good”’ when you see it. Highlight any small act of kindness they demonstrate, even if your 
son has only selected a single item to give away or has helped for only a short period of time. Acknowledging 
even the smallest movement toward generosity will make it more likely that he will become even more 
generous in the future. 
 

The goal is to make the process of giving a natural part of your children’s lives. When being generous feels 
personal and gratifying for everyone in the household, your children are more likely to grow into kind, charitable, 
and giving adults. Patience and modeling on your part will go a long way toward helping your children to develop a 
spirit of generosity and to discover that giving can be the best gift of all. 

By Deb Cohen, Certified Parenting Educator 
CenterforParentingEducation.org 

 

 

  



  

 

Final Family Fun Night of 2016 is WEDNESDAY Dec 21st! Holiday Movie 

Night! The movie will start at 6:30 and go until it ends. What a great way 

to start off your Holiday vacay! The movie will be chosen by the students 

and the PTA will be selling concessions. 

 

 

 

Music Notes.... 

Horizon Chorus Announcement: 

Sign-ups for the Horizon Chorus are now open. Please see Mr. Grivetti in the music room for 
more information or visit the Horizon Music  website 
at  http://www.lcps.org/domain/7132. Rehearsals will begin Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00 
a.m. 

Attention 4th Graders: 

We will begin our recorder study on Monday, January 30th. This year, we are ordering books 
and recorders for you! Please see Mr. Grivetti or Mr. Russell for more information, including 
an order form. You may also visit the Horizon Music 
website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7132. 

Attention 5th Graders: 

Find your recorder somewhere in your house because we begin our recorder study 
on Monday, January 30th! If you have lost yours or never had one last year, please be sure to 
purchase another! See Mr. Grivetti for more information or visit the Horizon Music 
website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7132. 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/domain/7132
http://www.lcps.org/domain/7132
http://www.lcps.org/domain/7132


 

2nd Grade is helping the 

 

As part of this year's PBL experience, 2nd grade is collecting school supplies and books 

to donate to Heeling House.  A letter detailing our project was sent home to all students 

before Thanksgiving break.  A copy of the letter is available on the second grade 

webpage (Horizon webpage-Teams- Second Grade) under "Heeling House."  They are in 

need of new or gently used picture books.  Please see the letter for a list of school 

supplies needed by Heeling House. Items are being collected in the boxes in the second 

grade hallway. Second grade students and teachers thank you for your support and 

generosity!  

 

 

 

We Need Your Help! 
 

Looking for a way to help your child's teachers but don't have a ton of time to 
spare? Become a copy volunteer! Come in for an hour once a week, every 
other week or even once a month to help the entire Horizon staff with their 

copying and laminating needs. Instruction is provided. Contact Tara Fuller at 
tarajm123@yahoo.com for more details or to sign up. 

 

 

mailto:tarajm123@yahoo.com


 

PBIS FOR PARENTS 

December is here!  And with it comes cold weather and a holiday break providing great opportunities for our Caring, 
Cooperative and Courteous Comets to share their awesome character in the community!   
 
There are several initiatives going on at school with the Giving Tree, Kyle's Camp and the 2nd grade collections for Heeling 
House.  In addition, it's fun for the kids to find ways to spread kindness and courtesy like: 
 
* shoveling a neighbor's driveway 
* bringing hot chocolate to someone working outside 
* leaving a dollar in a library book or taped to a Dollar Tree toy 
* taping quarters to laundry machines 
* visiting a nursing home  
* opening doors for cold shoppers 
* collecting food for the food bank 
 
It's amazing what kids can accomplish and the pride they feel when making a difference in their community. 
 
Wishing all of you a wonderful holiday season filled with kindness and care!  
 
To learn more about PBIS at Horizon:  http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/137585 
To learn more about PBIS in LCPS: http://www.lcps.org/page/1000 
General PBIS information:  http://www.pbis.org/ 
 
Feedback or Questions?  Please contact Kerry Kidwell, PBIS Parent Representative at kpkidwell@yahoo.com 
 

Spin it to Win It 

Congratulations to the following students who were selected as Student of the Month for their class (see the description of Student of 
the Month on the previous page): 

K     1     2 
Dettmer – Ayden Tanverdi   Wallace – Elena Kramer   Seufert – Rodrigo Pena  
Toynbee – Ezaan Khan   Perka – Sophia Aquino   Gruehn – Aimee Garfield 
Walker –Eli Greene   Abney – Adriana Musni   Murphy – Katia Abdo 
     Nichols – Christo Mirevski   Love – Sim Meehan   
     Koehler – Brandon Silva   Rooker – Mallika Gandhi 
          Ginty- Dylan Ray 

3     4     5 
Mueller – Anna Yao   Palenchar – Sydney Green  T Tate – Zach Cerniglia 
Wasser – Graham Eshpeter  Sheehan – Devin Fuller   Drury – Colby Margenau  
Zahid – Sahar Miakhel   Long -  Brendan Pope   Jones – Melissa Vascones 
Strohl – Aresniy Anisimov   Earl – Kalen Walker   Patterson – Tyshira Greene 
Johnson – Thomas Kalka   Griffith – Brandon Bishop 
Congratulations to our outstanding students for showing the 3 Cs!!  

Fine Dining 

Congratulations to the classes that won the Fine Dining award for the month of October.  These classes will have a special table during 
one of their lunches this month. (See the description of Fine Dining on the previous page.) 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Dettmer  1st Grade:  Mrs. Wallace 
2nd Grade:  Mrs. Gruehn   3rd Grade:  Miss Mueller 
4th Grade:  Miss Long   5th Grade:  Mrs. Tate 
Thank you for showing the 3 C's in the cafeteria.  Well done Comets! 

 

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/137585
http://www.lcps.org/page/1000
http://www.pbis.org/
mailto:kpkidwell@yahoo.com


  

POETRY MASTERS  

 
Poetry Masters is an optional challenge activity that celebrates poetry of all kinds.  Students who wish to 
participate will memorize a poem from one of the following options: 

1) Memorize a poem from the appropriate grade category from the poems made available in the office. 

2) Memorize a favorite poem of your choosing. In honor of the many holidays celebrated by students this 
month, consider memorizing a favorite holiday poem. (Please bring a print copy so we can follow along.) 

3) Memorize a poem you have written yourself (please bring a print copy so we can follow along).   

Come ready to recite your poem to the poetry listeners on Friday, December 16.  

Take a look, and we hope to see you then!  

Congratulations to the following students who successfully recited poems in November: 

Abby Belachew Anisa Adhami  Anthony Sasso  Anya Meredith  Arian Abdolahi 

Ariana Martin  Ben Simpson  Camila Aquino  Colleen MacGoy Crystal Oigara 

Edward Christopher Evie Whitehead Giselle Kennedy Grace Soto  Hannah Hagos 

Hayden Manor Hunter Peacock Iman Safi  Ivan Londergan Ivan Londergan 

Jack Simpson  Jada Felix  James Delaney Jaquelyn Malapira Kayla Murphy 

Lacie Martin  Layla Abshire  Liam Sheridan  Liam Tully  Lillian Prelewicz 

Logan Beauchain Lyri Friedman  Mariam Samayoa Mia Tsoi  Pranika Gaddam 

Sahar Miakhel  Samiha Hamzayeva Sloan Richards  Tasneem Moiz  Trisha Patil 

Yusuf Qureshi  Zara Ahadi  Zoytun Chowdhury 

 

 

 

Fall Food Drive Thank You! 

Thank you to all the Caring Comets who donated food to the 4th grade and 

kindergarten sponsored fall food drive! We collected a mountain of food for 

families in need in our community for the holiday season. 

Thank you to all the classes for your generosity! 



 

Hey, Comets!                                                                                                               

Don’t waste! Donate, and Save our Food!  

Horizon Elementary is participating in the Food Recovery Program again this year to reduce waste 
and hunger in Loudoun and Fairfax Counties! How can you help? First, be sure to eat your lunch 
every day.  If there is any food that you do not want, like unopened milk, cheese sticks, yogurt, 
bagels, apples and oranges, don’t throw them away!  Donate to hungry families by dropping the 
food you did not eat into designated bins in the cafeteria before you clean up and go back to 
class. 

And parents, you can help too, by volunteering to help deliver our food to a local shelter.  Just go 
to our sign up genius page at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aa4ab22a0fd0-horizon  

and pick a date and time that is good for you! If you have any questions, please contact Amy 
Sandridge at 571-434-3260 or amy.sandridge@lcps.org. 

Let’s do our part to help conquer hunger in Loudoun County!      

     

 

Making a Difference 5K Grant Awarded to Horizon 
Elementary! 

We are pleased to share that Horizon Elementary School was awarded a grant from 
the Community Foundation for Northern VA/Making a Difference Fund on Sunday, 
November 13, 2016.  The money earned will be used to implement the “I Read to 
the Principal” program and to enhance the professional development education 

and training of the Horizon Comet staff. 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aa4ab22a0fd0-horizon


 

Panther Alliance Parent Information Session - Transitions 

Tuesday, December 13th at Algonkian Elementary School (Library) 

Information regarding moving to middle school or high school will be presented… there will 
be plenty of time for questions & answers as well. 

Pizza and Sign in (Library) 

6pm-6:30pm 

Introduction, Ms. Shields 

6:30pm-6:35pm 

Whole Group Session 

Transitioning to Middle School from Elementary, Eric Fritz (AP of River Bend) 

Transitioning to High School from Middle, Jarvis Weeks (AP of Potomac Falls) 

6:35 – 7:35 p.m. 

 

Please return the attached to your child’s teacher by Friday December 9, 2016 (Teachers, we will send via Pony to 

Algonkian) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

I will attend the December 2016 Panther Alliance Meeting.     Yes       No 

 

How many adults will be attending? ______________________ 

 

Name of your child or children_________________________________________________ 

 

How many children will be attending? (we will be providing daycare)____________________ 

 

Email address:_________________________ 

 

Do you need an interpreter?    Yes        No 

 

Please email or call Karen Shields with any questions. 

karen.shields@lcps.org 

571-434-3240 

mailto:karen.shields@lcps.org


 

  Horizon Elementary PTA News 

 
Seasons Greetings from the Horizon PTA Executive Board! We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
break with family and friends. We are so thankful for all of the support from our fantastic Horizon 
community.  During this season, please celebrate with us on our tremendously talented faculty and staff 
who make Horizon the most phenomenal place to learn!   
 
To kick off festivities this winter season, Skate Night is December 3rd.  Our Comets should have a great 
time skating to some tunes with their friends!  Admission is $8 at the door and that includes skates.   
Official Comet Spirit Wear is on sale again through the 12th!  Visit our store from this link and add some 
Comet spirit to the holiday spirit!  New this winter - Long Sleeve Ts! Go to 
ubrandyourself.com/hes to order.  
 
The Horizon PTA is hosting this year's annual Staff Holiday Cookie Shoppe after school on Tuesday, 
December 13th in honor of all Horizon's wonderful teachers, administration and staff. We are asking for 
your support to make this a success!  Please bring in a dozen or more of your favorite cookies to share 
(homemade or store bought is fine).  If you prefer, we would love to have you volunteer to decorate or 
assist during the event.  We are also asking for gift card donations in $5 dollar increments that will be 
used as give-a-ways during the exchange.  All and any support is greatly appreciated.  Please see the 
Sign-Up Genius link below for more information on how you can help, and thanks in advance for your 
support!   
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eaaab2baa8-horizons  
 
There will be no General Membership PTA meeting in December.  We wish you a very happy holiday 
season and will see everyone in January! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
              
“Horizon Elementary School and PTA” 

         www.horizonpta.org 
 

 

 

  

 If you have not done so already, 

please consider joining our PTA.  The 

PTA sponsors many social and 

educational activities to enrich your 

child’s experience at Horizon 

Elementary.  You can view the many 

activities and volunteer opportunities 

on the PTA portion of our webpage: 

2016-17 PTA Executive Board Members 

Cathy Reidy, President 

Jill Pope, SVP, Educational Programs 

Sree Mitra, Treasurer 

Jenn Green, Recording and Corresponding Secretary 

Kerry Kidwell, VP Staff Relations 

Karina Andrade, VP Membership and Directory 

Jennifer Kalka, After School Enrichment Programs 

Liz Linn, VP Fundraising 

Tisha DuHaime, Spirit Sales 

Brook Gough, VP Social Events 

Rebecca Ortiz, School Supplies 

Todd Funkhouser, Volunteer Coordinator 

http://ubrandyourself.com/hes
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054eaaab2baa8-horizons
http://www.horizonpta.org/


2016 Giving Season  

for Caring Comets Update 
 
Horizon is participating in several different drives this holiday season. Please 
consider giving the gift of caring by making a donation to the one that is most 
meaningful to you.  

See peachjar eflyers on the Horizon website or the following pages of the 
newsletter for more information on each individual drive. 
 

Food Drive    November 1 through 11  

Thank you for supporting our very successful food drive to benefit Backpack 
Coalition! 

 
Sweats for Vets         November 11 through December 21  

Celebrate Veterans Day by bringing in a new, unwrapped sweat suit to benefit 
hospitalized veterans at the Martinsburg Medical Center. Sizes L, XL and 2XL 
preferred. This drive is ongoing. 
 

Kyle’s Camp  November 14 through December 5 

Bring in a new, unwrapped gift for any age worth $5-$10 so that patients at 
Pediatric Specialists of Virginia for Cancer and Blood Disorders can shop for 
their families this holiday season. They also need giftwrap! 
 

Horizon Giving Tree     November 28 through December 12 

Choose an ornament from the tree and purchase a giftcard for a family in need 
in our Horizon community. Please label the gift, bring it back to school and 
place it under the tree by Monday, December 12. 

For more information see the Giving Tree Online . 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

  

https://www.peachjar.com/index.php?a=28&b=138&region=36780
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/139787


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Gift Collection for Children Being Treated for Cancer 

November 14 through December 5 

Kyle’s Kamp was created in 2010 after the Hahne family had their lives changed forever.  Their 
6-year-old son Kyle was diagnosed with Leukemia on October 6, 2010.  Kyle’s Kamp started as 
a web site that was created while Kyle was in the hospital to update friends and family.  It has 
grown into so much more! Kyle’s Kamp has raised more that $1,800,000 for Pediatric Cancer 
Research and Patient Care for Children’s National Medical Center since 2012 through a 
Memorial Day Baseball Tournament, Dreams Events and the Gavin Rupp Golf Tournament.  For 
more information about the organization, please go to www.KylesKamp.org 

 

This holiday season, Kyle's Kamp is sponsoring the Holiday Store at Pediatric Specialists of 
Virginia for Cancer and Blood Disorders for a week in December. The store is for patients to 
shop for their siblings and parents and themselves. It is truly amazing to see how much the kids 
enjoy shopping and wrapping presents at the store each year.  

 

Horizon is supporting the Kyle’s Kamp Holiday store this year. Please consider giving the gift of 
caring by making a donation between November 14 and December 5. 

 

The following items are needed and will be greatly appreciated: 

 

 $5 to $10 Unwrapped gifts for boys and girls of all ages (Infant and toddler through teen) 
 

 $5 to $10 Unwrapped gifts for Moms and Dads of the patients 
 

 $10 gift cards (Starbucks, Target, Wal-Mart, iTunes & Lowes) 
 

 Wrapping supplies for gifts – paper, bags, tissue paper, & tags 
 

If you have questions about the Horizon Holiday Drive, contact Amy Sandridge at 
Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org.  If you have questions about Kyle’s Kamp, contact Randi Gladstone at 
KylesKamp.Randi@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org
mailto:KylesKamp.Randi@gmail.com


Holiday Giving 
Tree 

 
Please visit our Holiday Giving Tree at 
Horizon, or online at the link here Giving Tree Online 

and give the gift of caring this holiday season. 
Choose an ornament from the tree and purchase 
a holiday gift card for a family in need in our 
Horizon community. Please bring it back to 
school and place it under the tree by Monday, 
December 12. You can also send gifts in to Amy 
Sandridge, Parent Liaison. If you would prefer to shop 

for clothing, a winter coat or boots for a person in need, call the 
office at 571-434-3260 or e-mail Amy Sandridge at 
Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org.         

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/139787


 

 

 
WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is a one-of-a-kind, 

school-based father involvement program that works to support 

education and safety. 

A program of the National Center for Fathering, see 

www.fathers.com/watchdogs/ for more information.  

 

The Horizon Watch D.O.G.S. volunteer program is going on now. 

You can join the program at any time during the school year.  

 

Volunteer shifts are available for as short as 20 minutes and up to a 

whole day. You choose what works best for your schedule.  Click 

here to review the available opportunities: 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aa4ab22a0fd0-december2 

 

Before coming in to school, please fill out our two short registration 

forms. You can find the forms by clicking here 
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/142817 

 

We look forward to seeing you at Horizon! 

 

Contact Amy Sandridge at Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org or 571-434-

3260 with any questions. 

http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aa4ab22a0fd0-december2
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/142817
mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org


  

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 
 

 SEAC has focused on Research-Based Initiatives and Instructional Offerings for Students 
with Special Needs; Staff Development Opportunities for All Staff; Reading Approaches and 
Alternatives for Students with Special Needs.   
The SEAC continues to focus on the education for students who are Gifted and Talented as 
well as Special Education and on the impact of the No Child Left Behind regulations on 
providing services to students with disabilities.  
  
 Meetings are open to the public and held from 7 to 9 pm in Room 100 of the LCPS 
Administration Building in Ashburn, VA. If LCPS schools are closed, then the SEAC meeting 
will be canceled. 
 
 

 September 7, 

2016 

 Meet & Greet” with Dr. Jimenez (LCPS) & Dr. Spencer (PRC) 

(COMPLETED) 

 October 5, 2016 

 6:15pm SEAC Member Orientation (before meeting) 

Dyslexia (Part I) - Vision & Data Collection from Community  

(COMPLETED) 

 November 2, 

2016 

 6:15pm SEAC PTA & PTO Orientation (before meeting) 

 Executive Functioning- Strategies for Supporting Your Student 

 SEAC Annual Report presentation (Prior to School Board)  

(COMPLETED) 

 November 9, 

2016 

 Joint Forum with MSAAC & LEAP 

LCPS Budget   (COMPLETED) 

December 7, 

2016 
Inclusive Schools: Best Practices Panel Discussion 

January 4, 2017  Dyslexia (Part II) - Services & Supports 

 February 1, 2017   Transition – Plans, Services & Resources 

* March 1, 2017 

 *Meeting will take place at Harmony Middle School 

Dr. Jimenez- Special Education Plan & Flow Through Funds 

 IEP Basics 

April 5, 2017  Joint Forum with MSAAC and LEAP, Mental Health  

May 3, 2017  Assistive Technology- Supports & Services  

May 17, 2017 
Awards Ceremony – Recognition for Excellence in Supporting Special 

Education 

June 7, 2017  No Meeting 

    

  

 
 
 



 

 
    

Loudoun Education Alliance of Parents 
Mission Statement 

 
To provide a forum for the discussion and sharing of common educational concerns and ideas and 

To serve as a network for interaction among local parent groups, students, teachers, administrators 
and the Loudoun County Public School System and 

To secure for all students in the Loudoun County Public School System the highest advantages 
in academic, vocational, physical and social education. 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY’s LEAP representative is Chrissy Hines. Each school is permitted 
to have two representatives. If you are interested, please contact Jennifer Ewing, 
principal, and Cathy Reidy, PTA President. Additional information can be found at 
http://www.lcps.org/domain/99. 

 

The LEAP 2016-2017 Meeting Calendar 

 

Sept. 14 Back To School: What’s new this year at LCPS? How can parents get more involced in 
their child’s school?  COMPLETED 

Oct. 12 Student Safety, part 1: How can school staff and parents work together to keep our 
students emotionally safe?  COMPLETED 

Nov. 9 Student Safety, part 2:  How can school staff and parents work together to keep our 
students physically safe?  COMPLETED 

Dec. 14 Curriculum: How is school curriculum determined? How is it preparing kids for college and 
future employment? 

Jan. 11 School Budget: What are going to be the funding priorities for the upcoming school 
budget? 

Feb. 8 School Boundaries: How are they determined? How can we improve the process and 
minimize disruption? 

Mar. 8 Standardized Testing Controversy: Will LCPS phase out the SOLs? Will SATs/ACTs lose 
their importance? 

Apr. 5 Town Hall Meeting: LEAP invites local government leaders to answer parents’ education-
related questions. 

May 10 Survey/Elections: Delegates will vote for new officers. Parents and delegates will offer 

input on forum topics for next year. 

http://www.lcps.org/domain/99


     

The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC) is tasked to:  

 Advise the local school system of the educational and cultural needs of the minority 
student.  

 Cultivate an equitable educational experience for all students that will positively impact 
achievement gaps.   

 Submit periodic reports and recommendations on how to improve the minority students' 
educational experience 

 Create a forum of safe and respectable communication between parents, teachers and 
administrators. 

 Help parents and educators collectively understand the importance of nurturing a climate 
of cultural sensitivity in an academic/social environment that is increasing in diversity each 
year. 

 Facilitate an environment where teachers and parents can recognize, honor and teach 
when differences exist. 

MSAAC is comprised of one delegate from every school within Loudoun County Public 
Schools.   
  
MSAAC is dedicated to further the academic, social and cultural development of every student 

and to ensure that the needs of all minority students are met.   
  
MSAAC is committed to developing school cultures that create a learning environment where 
every minority student is afforded the opportunity to achieve their full potential and is recognized 
as an integral member of the student body.   
  
MSAAC is striving to ensure that the LCPS community is culturally competent and provides fair 
and equitable instruction to all LCPS students. 
  
Supporters of MSAAC also include parents, educators, administrators, business representatives 
and other interested community groups.       
  

 
Last Modified on August 23, 2016 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************************** 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY IS SEEKING A REPRESENTATIVE FOR MSAAC. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT JENNIFER EWING, 

PRINCIPAL, AT JENNIFER.EWING@LCPS.ORG, OR BY CALLING THE 

SCHOOL OFICE AT 571-434-3260. THANK YOU!  (A SCHEDULE OF MSAAC 

MEETINGS IS ON THE NEXT PAGE.)  

mailto:JENNIFER.EWING@LCPS.ORG


 
  

General Membership Meetings are held at the LCPS Administrative Building on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 7:00pm-9:00pm. 
  
  

  
October 2016 
Date:  October 26, 2016 
Topic:  Annual Measurement Objectives (AMO) Review featuring Dr. Williams (completed) 
  

November 2016 
Date:  November 9, 2016 (Date Change) 
Topic: Joint Town Hall with LEAP and SEAC regarding Budget  (completed) 
  

December 2016 
**** No Meeting ****  
  

January 2017 
Date:  January 18, 2017 
Topic:  Diversity & Diversity in Personnel 
  

February 2017 
Date:  February 15, 2017 
Topic:  Curriculum/Test Bias/Technology & Equitable Access    
  
March 2017 
Date:  March 15, 2016, 6 PM - 9:30 PM 
Topic:  Academic Fair & Symposium  
  

April 2017 

Date:  April 5, 2017 (Date Change) 
Topic: The Mental Health & Discipline Connection: Joint Forum with SEAC and LEAP 

  

May 2017 

Date:  May 24, 2017 
Topic:  TBD 
  
  

Topics are subject to change at the discretion of the Executive Board and/or Parent Delegate requests.  

 
  



 

Horizon Elementary      Store Fundraisers 

 

Help support Horizon Elementary by registering your grocery store cards and cutting box tops. Our 

school earned over $2,000.00 in cash and school supplies last year, and it’s so easy! Invite friends, 

neighbors, and relatives to support our school. Just ask them to register and designate Horizon 

Elementary! 

 

You must re-register SOME OF your cards every year. 

Please visit the store links listed below to register your cards and designate Horizon Elementary, or fill 

out the form below, COMPLETELY, and return it to the school. We will register for you.  

 
 

Giant Food – School ID: 03686 – YOU DO NOT NEED TO RE-

REGISTER! But if you have not done it before, please do! 

http://giantfood.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/ 
 

 

Harris Teeter – School ID 5928 

(Have you been to the new Harris Teeter in Cascades Overlook?) 

https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education#/app/cms 
 

 

 

 Shoparoo – an App for your smartphone – download the app, designate 

Horizon Elementary, snap pictures of your receipts, proceeds go to Horizon. 
 

 

 

We also collect Box Tops for Education throughout the year. The first 

contest for Box Tops is underway and all are due to our child’s teacher by October 14th! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Full Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GIANT card number (12 digits) ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

HARRIS TEETER VIC number (First 11 digits): ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 

Thank you! If you have any questions, please contact Holly Buehler at 571-434-3260 or 

laura.buehler@lcps.org 

http://giantfood.com/savings-and-rewards/rewards-program/aplus/
https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education#/app/cms
mailto:laura.buehler@lcps.org


 

 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY  

2016-2017 

 

Welcome to Horizon Elementary!  We strive to make sure that each and every student 

has the necessary resources to help them achieve their best.  In this ever changing 

economic climate sometimes we find ourselves in need of outside resources and 

assistance.  If you would like to be considered for assistance with various in-school items 

such as field trip expenses, school supplies, after school PTA programs, etc., please fill in 

the bottom of this form and return to school as soon as possible.  All requests for 

assistance are at the discretion of the Principal based on availability of funds and 

materials.  By signing this form we are better able to reach out to those in need and will, 

from time to time, send home information and resources that become available. All 

information is strictly confidential and will only be shared with the necessary staff at 

Horizon. If you have a need, please fill in the bottom portion of this form and return in 

an envelope to the Parent Liaison, Amy Sandridge.   Any questions or concerns can be 

directed to the Parent Liaison, Amy Sandridge or the Principal, Jennifer Ewing. 

  

 

 

Student Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

Teacher Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name (printed): ____________________________________________________  

Parents’ signature:          ___________________________  Date: __________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO AMY SANDRIDGE, PARENT LIAISON 

  



 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY  

2016-2017 

Bienvenidos a Horizon Elementary!  Nosotros ponemos una gran dedicación para 

asegurarnos que cada uno de nuestros estudiantes tenga todos los recursos necesarios 

para que ellos puedan dar lo mejor en la escuela.  En este ambiente económico tan 

cambiante, a veces nos encontramos en situaciones difíciles donde es necesario solicitar 

ayuda o recursos externos.  Si usted desea que se le considere para algún tipo de asistencia 

para articulos escolares,excursiones, fotografias, programas de después de clases (After 

School Programs), etc., por favor llene la forma al final de esta nota y envíela a la escuela 

lo antes posible.  Todos las solicitudes de ayuda quedan a discreción de la Directora y 

están basadas en los fondos y/o materiales que haya disponibles.  Al firmar esta forma, se 

nos facilita más poder ayudar a aquellos que realmente lo necesiten y, de vez en cuando 

también enviar a casa información con recursos y ayudas  que existen.  Toda la 

información es estrictamente confidencial y solo será compartida con el personal 

necesario de la escuela de Horizon. Si usted tiene necesidad de obtener ayuda económica, 

favor de llenar la parte inferior de esta forma y enviarla en un sobre con atención a 

Parent Liaison, Amy Sandridge. En caso de alguna duda o pregunta, favor de contactar a 

Amy Sandridge, Parent Liaison o, Jennifer Ewing, Directora de la escuela Horizon 

Elementary. 

  

 

Nombre del Estudiante:____________________________________________________ 

Nombre del Maestro(a):____________________________________________________ 

Nombre de Familia (con letra de molde): ______________________________________  

Firma:  _____________________________  Fecha: ________________ 

 

FAVOR DE ENVIAR A AMY SANDRIDGE, PARENT LIAISON 

  



Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

Please help us to make a smooth arrival and dismissal by reviewing the following procedures if you are 

dropping off and picking up your child/children: 

1. Student arrival and drop off can start once staff are on duty at 7:30 am each morning.  

2. Please consider arriving at school a little earlier on inclement weather days. We have very few cars from 7:30 to 

7:40 and then a mad rush from 7:40 to 7:50, which tends to back up the line and impact the number of students 

who end up being tardy.  The bell rings at 7:50.  Any arrivals after the bell rings are counted as tardy.  

3. Car drop off is to the east side of the building. Pull all the way up to the first orange cone to allow 

as many cars into the Kiss and Go area as possible. If you get here first, please do not park along the 

circle, PULL ALL the way up to be courteous of other cars! C a r s  n e e d  t o  pull forward so that 

traffic does not back up on Broadmore Drive. 

4. When cars leave in front of you, pull as far forward as you can. 

5. NEVER get out of your car and leave it unattended in the drop lane. This blocks all the traffic and 

creates a backup.  

6. Speed limit in the Kiss and Go area should be no faster than 10 mph.  The difference in time from the entrance to 

the far cone is only 10 seconds; safety first! 

7. Children should be able to exit or enter the car independently. Parents who have to assist their 

child/children should park in one of the designated parking spots in front of the school and walk the 

student across the crosswalk to the front entry of the school. 

8. Please do not use the designated handicapped parking spots if you do not have the legal 

authorization (placard/license plate) from the DMV.

  

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   



 

 

 

 

OFFICE REMINDERS 

Students are permitted to enter the building each morning at 7:30 am.  Those students ordering breakfast may 
go straight to the cafeteria.  All other students will go straight to their classrooms to start unpacking and start 
their morning routines.  The start bell will sound at 7:50 am.  The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  
Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM; arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless 
a doctor’s note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be escorted into the building by an adult.  
School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the 
main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  Once in the office, you may sign 
in using the computer located on the front counter.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the office.  This will 
cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 

change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
who misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the cafeteria by 
the water fountains.  Items of value or importance 
such as glasses, jewelry, and keys are kept in the 
front office.  If your child has lost an item, please 
encourage them to check in the Lost and Found or 
with the office secretaries.  Items that go unclaimed 
will be donated to a local charity at the end of 

each quarter. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process, please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2016-2017 SIP can be found on the Horizon 

website at http://www.lcps.org/domain/7051. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 

days prior to the activity. 

HORIZON NOW ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Beth Huck, At Large - lcsb@lcps.org 

 

http://www.lcps.org/domain/7051
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
mailto:lcsb@lcps.org

